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; OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

i 1000 Highland Village Road
 Highland Village, TX 75077

i 972-899-5132 F 972-317-0237
www.highlandvillage.org

fiighand \"'"‘2:“)“5

April 3, 2009

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Hutchison:

Thank you for meeting with me on my recent visit to Washington D.C. for the 2™ annual
Transportation and Infrastructure Convention. You and your staff continue to provide
invaluable assistance to our City and its projects.

The Gity of Highland Village has been endorsing and supporting proposed project
improvements to the [-35E corridor from 1-635 to U.S. 380. As part of the mitigation
process, we have the opportunity to work with TXDOT and the Corps of Engineers on
the redevelopment of Copperas Branch Park as a mult-use regional park. The
community will benefit from the mitigation ideas that enhance the park experience and
amenities. We have requested from TXDOT that the mitigation measures include a
coordinated planning effort with the Cily of Highland Village. This effort shall result in
preparation of a Copperas Branch Master Plan for final approval by all governmental
entities affected, including the Army Corps of Engineers and the City of Highland Village.

In order to assure that the park is made whole after the widening of the highway, the City
of Highland Village retained the services of a Landscape Design Firm to create a
conceptual site master plan. The design firm also reviewed Information provided by
TXDOT reflecting roadway alignments and access poinis. Public meetings were held
with various groups, including City staff, the Army Corps of Engineers, TXDOT, Dentan
County Transportation Authority and various special interest groups. The information
obtained during this process will be used to address our responses to the draft Section
4(f) document prepared by HNTB.

The City Council took formal action approving a resolution identifying key areas of
interest in the park that should be addressed as part of TXDOT's mitigation efforts. A
copy of the resolution is attached. Subsequent to the meetings, the design firm
prepared a concept master plan that addressed the widening of the highway and
reflected possible design solutions necessary to protect the interest of the City.

The City is requesting that you assist the City in the 2010 appropriations process for an
amount of $4,700,000 to be issued to the City of Highland Village to assure that all
recreational amenities currently within Copperas Branch Park, a USACE property under
a lease agresment with the City, lostdue to the I-35E widening can
be restored. Resforation of these amenities will require the purchase of property
offsite. Highland Village is a small community near buift out conditions. There is a
limited amount of land available for the recreational amenities.




One property is In near proximity to the impacted site, contiguous with 1-35 E, and would
have the land area needed for the recreational amenities. Those amenities shall Include
at a8 minimum: two adult soccer fields; a baseball/softhall fourplex; a
concession/restroom facility; roadways; and parking. In addition, the site has been
developed for premier, special events and an extensive amount of electrical work has
been installed to support event activities.

In addition, the 1-35E widening eliminates the park entrance. The only desirable location
for a new park entrance will necessitate purchase of property, an extensive amount of
engineering and design, and construction of a vehicular and pedestrian bridge. Funds
appropriated as part of this request should include costs associated with the park
entrance as well as restoration of the recreational components as described herein.

We appreciate any assistance you can give to the City for this endeavor. We look

forward lo the opportunity to work with you on this project. Please call me so that | can
provide additional information for this request.

Sincerely,

e B~

Dianne Costa
Mayor

Enclosure




Copperas Branch Park - Spine/Loop Concept
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