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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – DALLAS DISTRICT 
 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF A 23 CFR 650.805 DETERMINATION FOR 
 

BRIDGES NOT REQUIRING A U.S. COAST GUARD PERMIT 
 
 
Name:   SH 161 Roadway Expansion Project 
Route Numbers: SH 161 between IH 20 and US 183  
County:  Dallas County, Texas 
CSJs:   2374-04-040, 054; 2964-01-004, 009, 010, 022, 024, 029, 030, 031;  
 1068-04-115, 129 
Federal Project #: NH, C 196-3-199, NH, BOR 2003(38), IMD 2002(40) 
Existing Structures: None (new roadway construction) 
Proposed Structures: Construction of mainlanes, interchanges, frontage roads, and bridges over 

non-navigable waters. Specifically, the mainlanes only will span the West 
Fork of the Trinity River with a standard Type IV bridge with 120-foot 
spacings.  

Compiled By:   Jennifer Halstead, Senior Environmental Planner 
Date:   October 11, 2004 
 
 
1. Is the stream/river/lake/bay tidal at the location in question?  
 No, the Trinity River is not tidal at the proposed bridge crossing. 
  
2. If the stream/river/lake/bay is tidal at the location in question, is it used only by recreational 

boating, fishing, and other small vessels less than 21 feet in length?  
 N/A 
 
3. Please do surveys as necessary to determine size of vessels using the waterway.   

No vessels use the waterway. 
 

4. If only small recreational and fishing boats are using the stream/river/lake/bay, is there 
significant nighttime use that would necessitate lighting?  
No recreational and/or fishing boats use the waterway. 
 

5. Is there commercial navigation currently using the stream/river/lake/bay at the location in 
question for interstate or foreign commerce?  Please consult with the Corps of Engineers and 
others as needed.  

 There is no commercial navigation for interstate or foreign commerce currently using the 
Trinity River at the location in question.     

  
6. Assuming the answer to Number 4 is no, is there a commercial navigation channel currently 

being maintained by the Corps or other governmental entity immediately downstream of the 
location in question?  If yes, how far down stream?   

 There is no commercial navigation channel currently being maintained by the Corps or other 
governmental entity immediately downstream of the location in question.  



 
7. If a maintained commercial navigation channel exists downstream from the location in 

question, is there significant interest by major users of the channel in improving it upstream?   
 A maintained commercial navigation channel does not exist downstream for the location in 

question, so there are no major users of the channel.  
 
8. If a maintained commercial navigation channel exists downstream from the location in 

question, are there significant manmade obstacles [bridges or dams for example] between the 
upper end of the channel and the location in question?  

 A maintained commercial navigation channel does not exist downstream from the location in 
question. 
 

9. In your opinion, given the geomorphological nature of the river/stream, is establishing and 
maintaining a commercial navigation channel, further upstream from the location in question, 
a reasonable engineering possibility?  

 Establishing and maintaining a commercial navigation channel further upstream from the 
location in question is not a reasonable engineering possibility due to the absence of 
commerce or docking facilities upstream. 

 
10. In your opinion, is the stream/river/lake/bay at the location in question susceptible to 

commercial navigation by any reasonable improvement?  
 The Trinity River at the location in question is not susceptible to commercial navigation by 

any reasonable improvement.  In 1965 federal legislation was passed for the Trinity River 
Project, a package of flood-control and navigation projects that included a proposed barge 
canal from Dallas.  However, environmental and other concerns caused voters in Texas to 
defeat the project in 1973, and the project has been completely abandoned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 










