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Dallas District Public Meeting Summary for Meetings held November 10th, 13th, and 17th 2008 
 
District / County:   Dallas District / Denton County and Dallas County  
 
Highway / Limits:   IH 35E Proposed Improvements 

 
From: IH 635 TO SH 190 (PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURN PIKE) IN DENTON 
 AND DALLAS COUNTIES, TEXAS 

 
From: SH 190 (PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURN PIKE) TO FM 2181 IN DALLAS AND DENTON 

COUNTIES, TEXAS 
 

From: FM 2181 TO U.S. 380 IN DENTON COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

CSJs: 
CSJ #s 0196-03-138 (IH 635 to PGBT), CITIES OF DALLAS, FARMERS BRANCH, 
AND CARROLLTON IN DALLAS COUNTY – SOUTHERN SEGMENT 
 
CSJ #s 0196-03-245 (PGBT to Denton/Dallas County Line), 0196-02-068 (Denton/Dallas County Line to 
North of Corporate Drive), 0196-02-114 (North of Corporate Drive to South of Garden Ridge Blvd), 0196-
02-073 (South of Garden Ridge Blvd to North of Lake Lewisville Bridge),  
0196-01-096 (North of Lake Lewisville Bridge to FM 2181 S. in Corinth) 
CITY OF LEWISVILLE IN DENTON COUNTY – MIDDLE SEGMENT 

 
CSJ #s 0196-01-056 (FM 2181 S. in Corinth to Loop 288 (S. of Denton), 0196-01-074 (Loop 288 (S. of 
Denton) to US 77), 0195-03-050 (US 77 to IH 35W), 0195-03-171 (IH 35E/W to US 380) 
CITY OF DENTON IN DENTON COUNTY – NORTHERN SEGMENT 
 
PURPOSE OF MEETING 
On November 10th, 13th, and 17th 2008, Open House Public Meetings were conducted by the 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) in cooperation with the Cities of Denton, Dallas, 
Lewisville, Corinth, Carrollton, Hickory Creek, Lake Dallas, and Farmers Branch.  The purpose 
of the meetings was to present the preliminary design for the 28.2 mile section of IH 35E which 
is being evaluated in three separate segments from IH 635 in the City of Dallas, Dallas County, 
Texas to U.S. 380 in the City of Denton, Denton County, Texas.  The individual sections and 
their corresponding limits include: the Southern Section, IH 635 to President George Bush 
Turnpike (PGBT) (5 Miles); Middle Section, PGBT to FM 2181 (12 Miles); and the Northern 
Section FM 2181 to U.S. 380 (11 Miles). The proposed preliminary design represents an update 
to previous design schematics that had been approved in September and December of 2005, 
and in March of 2007. The updates to the design schematic are based on new 2030 
demographic and traffic projections along with improved design recommendations.  The 
proposed project includes proposed main lane improvements and construction of Managed High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes with concurrent flow along an approximately 28-mile section of 
Interstate Highway IH 35E from IH 635 to U.S. 380 located within Denton and Dallas Counties.   
At this meeting, TxDOT also informed the public that the agency would prepare individual 
environmental assessment documents for the IH 35E facility to evaluate and update the 
potential social, economic, and environmental impacts associated with the proposed 
improvements. 

The IH 35E Public Meetings were held on Monday, November 10, 2008 at the University of 
North Texas Gateway Center Ballroom, 801 North Texas Boulevard, Denton, TX 76201; on 
Thursday, November 13, 2008 at the City of Lewisville Community Room, in the Municipal 
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Annex Building, 1197 West Main Street, Lewisville, TX 75067; and on Monday, November 17, 
2008 at the Dr. Pepper Star Center, 12700 North Stemmons Freeway (IH 35E), Farmers 
Branch, TX 75234. 

The meeting format consisted of an Open House from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with no formal 
presentation.  The public was given the opportunity to provide written comments on the forms 
provided that evening, or mail the forms with comment to the designated contact on or before 
December 1, 2008.  Preliminary project exhibits were on display, and a project brochure 
showing the project location and detailing the need and purpose was provided as a handout.  
Project personnel were available to assist in orientation and interpretation of the exhibits and 
other materials on display and discuss possible mobility and environmental effects of the 
proposed project. 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
The purpose of the proposed project is to provide transportation improvements to enhance the 
regional transportation system by increasing capacity, reducing traffic congestion, improving 
mobility, and improve existing design deficiencies on IH 35E. The proposed IH 35E facility will 
be designed in three separate sections: U.S. 380 to FM 2181 (North); FM 2181 to State 
Highway (SH) 190, President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) (Middle); and PGBT to IH 635 
(South). The existing IH 35E sections vary from four main lanes (two in each direction) with 
two–lane frontage roads in each direction in the North section of the corridor; six main lanes 
(three in each direction) and two–lane frontage roads in each direction in the Middle Section; 
and in the South Section, six main lanes (three in each direction) two buffer separated High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes that extend just north of Frankford Road and two-lane frontage 
roads in each direction.  As part of this project, the following improvements are proposed along 
this 28.2 mile stretch of IH 35E: 

IH35E 
Segment 

Segment 
Limits 

Existing Proposed 

North From FM 
2181 to 
U.S. 380 

4 Main Lanes (2 lanes  
each direction) 

2 lanes of Frontage Roads 
each direction 

6-8 Main Lanes 

2 to 4 Concurrent Managed HOV Lanes in 
the center median (1-2 lanes each 
direction) 

2-3 lanes of Frontage Roads each 
direction 

Middle From 
President 
George 
Bush 
Turnpike 
(PGBT) to  
to FM 
2181 

6 Main Lanes (3 lanes in 
each direction) 

2 lanes of Frontage Roads 
each direction 

8 Main Lanes 

4 Concurrent Managed HOV lanes in the 
center median (2-lanes each direction) 

2-3 lanes of Frontage Roads each 
direction 
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NOTICES AND ARTICLES 
Notices of the Public Meeting were published in the following major newspapers: 

 The Dallas Morning News Metro Edition, Sunday, November 2 
 The Dallas Morning News, Central and West Editions, Thursday, October 9* 
 Al Dia (in Spanish), Saturday, October 11 and Friday, October 31 
 The Denton Record Chronicle, Saturday, October 11th and Friday, October 31 
 Lewisville Leader, Saturday October 11 and Saturday, November, 1st. 
 Carrollton Leader, Wednesday, October 15 and Wednesday, October 29   
 Lake Cities Sun, Thursday October, 9th and Thursday, October 30 

*Dallas Morning News changed policy in late October such that legal notices would no longer be published 
in the smaller regional papers; therefore 10-day notice was published in the Metro paper on November, 2nd. 
 

PROCEEDING SUMMARY 
Each open house public meeting began promptly at 5:00 p.m.  A PowerPoint Presentation 
detailing the project was available for viewing through the duration of each meeting.  Project 
personnel were available throughout the meeting to answer any questions that attendees had 
regarding the proposed project, and changes made since the previously proposed 
improvements that were recommended in 2005 and 2007.  At the meeting on November 10th in 
the City of Denton, there were 83 registered attendees including four public officials, and 31 
TxDOT Dallas District personnel and consultants. The meeting on November 13th in the City of 
Lewisville had 169 attendees registered, including five public officials, two media 
representatives (one mainstream print media representative and one from Spanish Television), 
and 21 TxDOT Dallas District staff and consulting personnel.  The meeting on November 17th in 
the City of Farmers Branch had 91 people registered, including four public officials, and 25 
TxDOT Dallas District staff and consulting personnel.   

South 635 to 
PGBT 

6 Main Lanes 

2 Concurrent HOV Lanes 
(1 lane  each direction in 
center median) 

2 lanes of Frontage Roads  
each direction 

8 Main Lanes 

4 Concurrent Managed HOV lanes (2 
lanes in each direction) 

2-3 lane Frontage Roads in each direction 
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There were no official verbal comments received at any of the public meetings. There were 11  
written comments received during the November 10th meeting, 16 comments received during 
the November 13th meeting, and three written comments received at the November 17th 
meeting.  Nine written comment forms were received during the ten-day comment period, and 
two comments were received by email during the comment period.  

Verbal Comments 
No Verbal comments were received. 

Written Comments 
 

1) 1. Consider traffic design at FM 2181 with new toll bridge construction. 2. Request sound 
barrier on west side of IH 35E between Lake Lewisville and Country Lane (Shore Haven sub 
division 67 db). 3. Please design northbound access from Country Lane (maintain 2-way 
access).  Scott Figner, 8700 South Stemmons, Hickory Creek, TX 75065.   

 
Response:  1) Traffic from the toll bridge was incorporated into anticipated traffic for the 
intersection design. 2) Your request for a sound barrier will be addressed and evaluated 
during preparation of the Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA will include a traffic noise 
analysis conducted in accordance with TxDOT’s (FHWA approved) Guidelines for Analysis 
and Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise, which will determine if the proposed project results 
in a traffic noise impact at the Shore Haven subdivision. If the proposed project results in a 
noise impact at this location, ways to reduce noise impacts (i.e., construction of sound 
barriers) would be examined and evaluated for effectiveness [reduction of noise by at least 
five decibels (dBA)] and cost (no more than $25,000 per benefited receiver).  A benefited 
receiver is one at which traffic noise would be reduced at least five dBA. 3) Current TxDOT 
design policy is to construct one-way frontage roads within urban areas.  Northbound 
access from Country Lane is provided by utilizing the intersection with the proposed 
northbound IH 35E frontage road. 

 
2) When, Where, and How can we get a copy and verbal explanations of the intended IH 35E 

developments?  Via internet or hard copies? George Anderson, 167 Cunningham Road, 
Denton, TX  76208. 
 
Response: Copies of the proposed improvements to IH 35E can be found at 
http://www.keepitmovingdallas.com.  To discuss the IH 35E with TxDOT personnel, please 
contact Nasser Askari, P.E., the Project Manager for this project.  Nasser can be reached at 
naskari@dot.state.tx.us or 214 320-6628.   

 
 

3) 1. Why is it that rather than going right through the middle of town, the highway couldn’t go 
around Denton and leave the existing IH 35E as Business 35E like SH 121 in Lewisville? 2.  
What happens at the end of the corridor? Does it drop from six-lanes to two?  All you are 
doing is moving the traffic bottleneck further north. 3. Can you not elevate the highway like 
they did down south? Linda Han, 1201 Avenue C, Denton, TX 76205. 
 
Response: 1) The majority of existing IH 35E thru Denton was constructed in the late 
1950's and does not meet current design criteria.  The proposed IH 35E improvements will 
update the existing corridor to current design criteria for 70 mph mainlanes.  In addition, the 
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IH 35E Corridor improvements are designed based on the year 2030 traffic projections.  
These projections show that the proposed IH 35E improvements are necessary for the local 
traffic movements occurring within the City of Denton.  Adding an IH 35E bypass around the 
City of Denton would only remove traffic that is passing thru the city and is willing to travel 
the additional mileage associated with a bypass alignment.  To summarize, improvements to 
the existing IH 35E Corridor are justified based on the roadway age/ design criteria as well 
as projected traffic movements.  Also, adding a proposed bypass alignment would require a 
new corridor that would add significant construction costs and ROW needs to the project. 2) 
North of the IH 35E interchange with   35W, the proposed mainlane improvements provide 
10 general purpose lanes and 4 managed lanes to Loop 288 (North).  Currently, TxDOT is 
proposing a total of 8 general purpose lanes and 4 managed lanes from Loop 288 (North) to 
the future Outer Loop.  The exact location of the proposed Outer Loop is yet to be 
determined, but it’s tie to IH 35E is proposed to be south of Sanger, TX.  From the proposed 
Outer Loop to FM 3002 in Cooke County, TxDOT is currently proposing 8 general purpose 
lanes.  The project limits for the IH 35E Public Meeting attended on November 10th is from 
IH 635 to US 380.  A separate TxDOT IH 35E project will cover the proposed improvements 
from US 380 north to FM 3002. 3) The IH 35E Corridor Project is approximately 28 miles in 
length and has an estimated cost of approximately $3 billion.  TxDOT has projected a 
funding gap for the IH 35E improvements.  Elevating the mainlanes on bridge would greatly 
increase costs, increase the funding gap, and provide a visual barrier between the east and 
west sides of the corridor.  The currently proposed design utilizes retaining walls and 
reduced frontage road lane widths to minimize the ROW impacts throughout the corridor. 

 
4) 1. General Manager of the Red Lobster in Lewisville by Vista Ridge Mall.  Would like to be 

on the mailing list for any additional upgrades as this project progresses.  Looks great so far. 
2.  Would also like to know in advance of any road closings that might adversely affect 
business.  Carol Chandler, 795 N. Valley Parkway, Lewisville, TX,  75077.  
 
Response: 1) All adjacent property owners, public meeting attendees, and those expressing 
interest in being placed on the project mailing list will receive all public hearing and public 
meeting notices.  Project updates will be available for viewing on the TxDOT website 
http://www.keepitmovingdallas.com.  2) If the project is approved to begin construction 
TxDOT Public Information Officers would compile a mailing list of adjacent property owners 
to invite to a series of stakeholders meetings to discuss the status of the proposed roadway 
construction. In addition, for updates to road conditions during construction, the public can 
access the TxDOT website at www.dot.state.tx.us and select “Road Conditions” under the 
Quick Links tab.  If road closings and detours are deemed necessary, TxDOT would post 
message signs in the vicinity of the road prior to taking these actions.  

 
5) 1. Thank you for having this public meeting. I appreciate the chance to visit personally with 

TxDOT staff about this important project.  When it comes to public meetings, having more of 
them is better than limiting them. 2.  Regarding the information, please consider adding a 
key to the schematic presentations.  This will allow the staff to discuss the project particulars 
rather than spend time explain what the colors mean.  Also, having some information on the 
web in advance would be helpful, particularly the schematic and proposed timeline. 3. 
Finally, posting the maps on the wall in a larger format would allow freer movement around 
the room and helps folks circulate to different parts of the project.  Thank you again for 
having this meeting.  Dale R. Tampke,  2400 Southridge Drive, Denton, TX 76205.  
 
Response: 1) Comments noted. 2)  Typically, TxDOT schematics have a legend on the first 
sheet which distinguishes between main lanes, ramps, Managed HOV, frontage roads, 
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bridges, existing and proposed right-of-way, and other attributes shown on the schematic.  
Comments regarding posting information prior to public meetings are noted. 3) TxDOT 
makes decisions regarding the display of public meeting maps and schematics on a case by 
case basis. 
 

6) The method of design for this project should be similar to what is utilized for the tollway 
projects; walled construction with access roads closer to the highway.  This results in less 
disruption of land, thereby affecting fewer businesses.  The proposed route would eliminate 
around two-thirds of our current parking at our business.  This would drastically devalue the 
property and greatly restrict its use; currently or in the future.  Ray David – Point Bank, 
1700 North Cosroll Blvd., Denton, TX  76201. 
 
Response:  Comment noted.  In an effort to reduce ROW impacts to adjacent property, the 
proposed design utilizes minimized border widths, minimized separation between roadways, 
and retaining wall instead of sloped embankments.  In some locations, geometric design 
constraints dictate the offset between frontage roads and mainlanes. 

 
7) 1. Like placement of North Texas Bridge. 2.  Like access road/ highway location. 3. Concern 

with limited access from Fort Worth/ Oklahoma.  Jeff Cochran, 1200 North Texas Blvd., 
Denton, TX 76203.   
 
Response:  1) Comment noted. 2) Comment noted.  3) The Murchison Center is located on 
the University of North Texas Campus at the northeast corner of IH 35E and North Texas 
Blvd.  Access to UNT's Murchison Center is provided off of the IH 35E northbound frontage 
road as well as North Texas Blvd.  The existing IH 35E ramping scheme provides access to 
/ from IH 35E north of North Texas Blvd.  These ramps serve access to the north 
(Oklahoma) and allow patrons to access direct connecting ramps to the south (Fort Worth).  
Due to current design criteria for ramp geometry and weaving operations, this existing 
ramping scheme can not be restored with the proposed IH 35E Improvements.   
  
Access to the Murchison Center with the proposed improvements in place is described 
below.  The location of these proposed ramps has been coordinated to optimize traffic 
operations on the mainlanes and IH 35E / IH 35W Interchange, as well as meet the requests 
of UNT and the City of Denton for local access. 
  
Proposed Access from the North (Oklahoma)   
Patrons traveling from the north (Oklahoma) are provided a southbound exit ramp and 
northbound entrance ramp to access the frontage roads north of Bonnie Brae.  Patrons 
traveling to the Murchison Center from the north are required to pass thru both the Bonnie 
Brae and North Texas Blvd intersections prior to accessing the Murchison Center.  Patrons 
leaving the Murchison Center can access the northbound frontage north of North Texas Blvd 
and will be required to pass thru the Bonnie Brae intersection prior to accessing IH 35E. 
  
Proposed Access from IH 35W (Fort Worth) 
Patrons traveling from the south along IH 35W (Fort Worth) are provided a southbound 
entrance ramp and northbound exit ramp to access Airport Rd, which becomes Bonnie Brae 
approximately 500' east of IH 35W.  After patrons access the IH 35E frontage roads thru the 
Bonnie Brae intersection, they can access the Murchison Center in the same manner as 
those patrons traveling from the north.   
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8) 1. Sound barriers should be placed on both sides of the highway – not just one side.  2. 

Barriers should be pleasing to the eye – at least be able to absorb sound (such as bushes or 
additional trees) – not just concrete barriers. Diane Kloske, 22 Arrowhead Circle, Lake 
Dallas, 75065. 
 
Response: 1) The EA will include a traffic noise analysis conducted in accordance with 
TxDOT’s (FHWA approved) Guidelines for Analysis and Abatement of Highway Traffic 
Noise, which determines if the proposed project would results in a traffic noise impact, and if 
so, considers feasible and reasonable noise abatement measures.  An abatement measure 
can only be incorporated into the project if it is both feasible and reasonable.  A noise barrier 
is feasible if it reduces noise by at least five dBA and complies with other engineering 
considerations/constraints such as drainage, safety, and location of utilities.  A noise barrier 
is reasonable if the total cost does not exceed $25,000 per benefited receiver. A benefited 
receiver is one at which traffic noise would be reduced at least five dBA.  For these reasons, 
a noise barrier may be feasible and reasonable on one side of a highway and not on the 
other side.  
 
2) The traffic noise abatement measure most often used is the construction of a noise 
barrier.  Other abatement measures such as managing traffic, altering the horizontal and 
vertical alignment of the highway, and acquiring sufficient undeveloped property adjacent to 
the highway to serve as buffer zone will be considered in the noise analysis.  However, 
these measures typically are not reasonable and feasible.   
 
Noise barriers are normally solid concrete structures built between the noise source 
(highway) and the impacted activity area.    Vegetation such as trees, shrubs and grasses, 
though very natural and attractive in appearance, offer little reduction in noise levels. 

 
9) I own property at 3939 South IH 35E (you call it #170) our building burned down in 

December of 2007, I called and spoke with Nasser Askari in February 2008 about our new 
building.  At that time he told me that TxDOT was only going to take about 10 feet from our 
property so we built our new shop with the assumption that only 10 feet would impact us.  
Now your new proposal shows 20 feet on the south end and 40 feet on the north end.  Our 
building is on the north end of the property and the way you show the highway, it has an 
onramp in front of our shop that takes more land and our building out. Can you move this 
on-ramp to the north about 150 feet?  The property next door does not have any buildings 
on the front and it would have only minimal impact on them.  We have been out of business 
for 10 months due to the fire and if you stick with this plan, you will have to build us a new 
building that is only weeks old at this point.  The last thing we need is more construction and 
a new building!  I will write to Nasser and Prentiss Reves (from Halff).   I don’t even have 20-
40 feet to give up.  Only 10 feet under our new construction.  Bryce McCallum (Accessory 
Superstore), 3939 South IH 35E, Denton, TX 76210. 
 
Response: – Shifting the proposed ramp would cause an adverse impact to the mainlane 
weaving segment between the entrance ramp and downstream exit ramp.  In order to 
reduce the ROW impact at this location, the frontage road and ramp gore alignments are 
proposed to be revised.  With this adjustment, the ROW impact to the property would be 
reduced to approximately 17’ for ROW need from the existing ROW line. 

 
10)  You will create not just gridlock from traffic. You will create economic gridlock when people 

can no longer afford to travel north and south on IH 35E.  This is our only north/south 
thoroughfare that happens to be on a NAFTA highway with a great deal of truck traffic.  I feel 
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that any progress economically that we have made will crater.  How many people can afford 
40 cents/mile x 28 miles x 2 ways x 5 days a week x 4 weeks a month to travel to work?  
The only way left untolled will be U.S. 380 traveling to east/west Plano/Frisco – no 
continuous untolled north/south route except what part of IH 35E you leave us that will be 
free and gridlocked with merging traffic.  Connie Ray, 2611 Hutchinson Lane, Corinth, TX 
76210. 

 
Response:  The IH 35E Corridor Project limits are from IH 635 to US 380.  The proposed IH 
35E improvements include providing a minimum of eight general purpose lanes, except 
between US 377 and IH 35W where six general purpose lanes will be provided.  In addition, 
a total of 4 to 6 frontage road lanes will be provided throughout the corridor. The general 
purpose and frontage road lanes are free of charge to traffic, and will increase the overall 
capacity of the IH 35E Corridor.  In addition to these free lanes, a total of four tolled 
managed lanes (two between US 77 and IH 35W) are also being proposed. 

 
11) If and when the project actually begins the construction phase, TxDOT will have to be 

sensitive to commercial concerns that are being impacted, but still remain open for 
businesses (taking away partial property and building).  I have been through this before and 
in some cases there was no regard for business owners in how they staged the traffic 
resulting in many businesses filing bankruptcy.  Hopefully there will be some sensitivity to 
this. Tony Fuentes, 1144 North Stemmons, Lewisville, TX 75067. 

 
Response: Restrictions will be added to construction documents to maintain access to 
business and residences during construction. 

 
12) As I have written earlier, the impact of this project to the University, a property owner on 

both sides of this narrow portion of highway, is a concern.  We appreciate the efforts TxDOT 
has made to date to address some of our previous concerns. A remaining issue is the 
impact that the frontage road and main lanes will have on the Murchison Performing Arts 
Center.  The Performing Arts Center is one of the premier music performance facilities in the 
state and the acoustical characteristics of the facility must be preserved.  While we 
understand the frontage road will not be built any closer to the Performing Arts Center than 
the current frontage road, the additional traffic lanes and increased traffic flow may 
significantly affect the acoustical integrity of the facility.  We strongly request TxDOT 
undertake additional studies to determine what design modifications are required to protect 
the acoustical integrity of this facility from noise and vibrations.   We understand the difficult 
task ahead for TxDOT and are committed to work with you in the resolution of this and other 
issues that may arise in the design process.  We believe transportation can be improved 
while maintaining the integrity of the University of North Texas campus and one of the 
States’ outstanding performing arts centers.  Richard Escalante, Vice Chancellor for 
Administrative Services, UNT 1155 Union Circle #311220, Denton, Texas 6203-5017. 
 
Response: Comments noted.  TxDOT is currently evaluating the vibration concerns 
expressed by UNT.  To discuss the results of these studies, please contact Nasser Askari, 
P.E., the Project Manager for this project.  Nasser can be reached at 
naskari@dot.state.tx.us or 214 320-6628.   

 
13) On behalf of the University of North Texas, thank you for your dedication to improving the 

transportation infrastructure in North Texas.  As you know, this entire region, including UNT, 
has experienced significant growth in recent years, and we are pleased that attention is 
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being given to our transportation needs.  As with any extensive undertaking, early 
communication between the stakeholders is the key to a successful project.  Thank you for 
the opportunity at the Public Meeting on November 10, 2008, and at previous stakeholder 
work meetings, to express our concerns regarding the proposed widening of the 28-mile 
section of Interstate Highway IH 35E from IH 635 to U.S. 380.  The impact of this project to 
the University, a property owner on both sides of this narrow portion of highway, is a 
concern.  We appreciate the efforts TxDOT has already made to address some of our 
previous concerns, and your willingness to work with us has been greatly appreciated.  
UNT’s remaining issue regards the impact the frontage road and main lanes will have on the 
Murchison Performing Arts Center, which is located between IH 35E and the North Texas 
Boulevard.  The performing arts center is one of the premier music performance facilities in 
the state and the acoustical characteristics of the facility must be preserved.  While we 
understand the frontage road will not be built any closer to the Murchison Performing Arts 
Center than the current frontage road, the additional traffic lanes and increased traffic flow 
are expected to significantly affect the acoustical integrity of the facility.  We continue to 
request TxDOT undertake additional studies to ensure proper design modifications are 
made to protect the acoustical integrity of this facility from noise and vibrations.  I was 
pleased to learn that Bob Brown recently stated TxDOT planned to address this concern, 
but also believe an environmental finding of no significant impact can be made without a 
study addressing this issue.  Thank you for your time and consideration to this important 
matter.  We understand the difficult task ahead for TxDOT and are committed to work with 
you in the resolution of this issue.  We believe transportation can be improved while 
maintaining the integrity of the University of North Texas campus and one of the State’s 
outstanding performing arts centers.  Gretchen M. Bataille, President UNT, P.O. Box 
311425, Denton, TX  76203-1425. Response: Comments noted.  TxDOT is currently 
evaluating the vibration concerns expressed by UNT.  To discuss the results of these 
studies, please contact Nasser Askari, P.E., the Project Manager for this project.  Nasser 
can be reached at naskari@dot.state.tx.us or 214 320-6628. 

 
14) You need three access lanes in Hickory Creek and across the Lake Bridge (Lewisville Lake 

Bridge), so if you have an accident on the bridge you can still move traffic on access roads 
across the Lake.  Two lanes across the Lake are not enough.  John Green, 106 Stamford 
Drive, Hickory Creek, TX 75065. 

 
Response: Two lane frontage roads are proposed across Lake Lewisville.  In the event of 
an accident on the bridge, one lane of traffic can be exited to the frontage road north of 
Denton Drive using the proposed bridge.  Additional capacity would not be safely 
accommodated from a one lane ramp. 

 
15) Once this project is completed, our home will be the second house from IH 35E.  

Understandably, we are concerned about noise and exhaust pollution.  What are the plans 
to address our concerns?  Jackie Clayton, 444 Crocket Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057.  

 
Response: Noise and exhaust pollution concerns will be addressed in the Environmental 
Assessment (EA). The EA will include a traffic noise analysis conducted in accordance with 
TxDOT’s (FHWA approved) Guidelines for Analysis and Abatement of Highway Traffic 
Noise, which determines if the proposed project would results in a traffic noise impact. If the 
proposed project results in a noise impact, ways to reduce noise impacts (i.e., construction 
of noise barriers) would be examined and evaluated for effectiveness [reduction of noise by 
at least five decibels (dBA)] and cost.  Likewise, exhaust pollution concerns will be 
addressed in the EA and included in the air quality section. The air quality section will 
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include a Traffic Air Quality Analysis (TAQA) for carbon monoxide following the 2006 TxDOT 
Air Quality Guidelines, and a quantitative mobile source air toxics (MSAT) analysis. As part 
of the carbon monoxide (CO) analysis, 1-hr and 8-hr CO concentrations will be modeled for 
the opening year and the design year along the right-of-way line. The resulting CO 
concentrations will be determined and compared to the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS). A quantitative MSAT analysis will be conducted to estimate the 
emissions for the following six priority pollutants: butadiene; acrolein; formaldehyde; 1, 3 – 
butadiene; acetaldehyde; and diesel particulate for the base case, Build, and No-Build 
scenarios. Results and conclusions of the analyses will be available for public review once 
FHWA approves the document as satisfactory for further processing. 

 
16) 1. In the past the noise wall was erected before construction began.  This helped to 

eliminate noise and debris from contact with the homes near the highway construction.  Will 
this be done here?  2. Also the maps indicated noise walls will be within a few feet of 
existing houses.  This is absurd for the home owners.  I live across from such homes and 
this will only make value of these dwellings/rental properties (and thus my home value) fall.  
Why not do the decent thing and buy the houses?  The land could be used for a park or 
future highway expansion.  John Schmidt, 884 Harbor Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057. 

 
Response: 1) It is not anticipated that any of the proposed noise barriers be built before 
construction begins.  2) An evaluation will be made by appraisers in contact with the land 
owners regarding the value of the ROW to be acquired and the ultimate usage of the 
remainder will be decided with coordination with the local jurisdiction and the property 
owner.  In the interim, TxDOT does not wish to speculate regarding property value concerns.  
In regards to your concern about the proposed noise walls being within a few feet of existing 
houses and your suggestion on buying the houses instead: TxDOT does not consider the 
purchase of homes or developed property to create a noise buffer zone (a noise abatement 
measure). Purchasing developed property to abate noise would not provide a substantial 
noise reduction and would not be reasonable due to the excessive costs involved. It is 
encouraged that you to seek the opinion of a Realtor, particularly one familiar with property 
values in your neighborhood, to determine if such factors of your concern (i.e., presence of 
potential rental property) would affect your property value. 
 

17) 1. Move the southbound entrance ramp (west side) which is north of FM 407 north 
approximately 150 feet for the future extension of Moccasin Train through my property 
(station 1325).  2. Replace the ramp on the east side where south Denton Drive crosses 
over IH 35E – is to be eliminated.  Our shopping center faces this road and will be damaged 
(value reduced) if this segment of road is completely removed.  Bill Davidson, 2016 Justin 
Road, Suite 300, Lewisville, TX 75007. 

 
Response: All ramp relocations must be requested by the local city for evaluation since they 
are expected to represent all property interests within their cities. 

18) 1.  Where houses are to be purchased it is shameful to not purchase the whole lot.  It leaves 
people with a tiny piece of worthless land. 2. Making a toll road down the middle (median) is 
just wrong – I only have one vote, but I will use it.  Persons involved in this are blind to the 
people.  Mike Cryer, 466 Marcus Drive, Lewisville, TX  75057. 
 
Response: 1) An evaluation will be made by appraisers in contact with the land owners 
regarding the value of the ROW to be acquired and the ultimate usage of the remainder will 
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be decided with coordination with the local jurisdiction and the property owner. 2) Tolls will 
be utilized to pay for reconstruction unless additional funding sources are developed. 

 

19) My home and my neighbor’s home are shown as needing demolition, both being located in 
the Middle segment of the project.  The brochure indicates that right-of-way acquisition 
could begin in early 2010, subject to funding availability.  When will we be officially notified 
that our homes are shown as requiring demolition? When may we expect offers of 
compensation?  John McTernan, 1301 Pinehurst Drive, Lewisville, TX 75077. Lynn 
Hagey, 1300 Pinehurst Drive, Lewisville, TX 75007. 
 
Response: Both notification and offers are anticipated to begin in Middle 2010, pending 
funding and receipt of a Finding of No Significant Impacts. 

20) I am concerned that there will be a bottleneck heading south at SH 121 (Main). There 
seems to be fewer through lanes there than there are north of that point. As we develop in 
north Denton County, the traffic into Dallas will increase.  The SH 121 and President George 
Bush Turnpike are already a problem and I am having a problem seeing how the expansion 
adequately relieves this problem.  George Stowe, 320 Texoma Drive, Hickory Creek, TX 
75065. 
 
Response: A collector distributor system will be added parallel to the mainlanes to 
accommodate the vehicles coming to and leaving IH 35E from PGBT and SH 121Toll.  This 
will reduce the need for additional mainlanes to what is proposed. 

21) My main concern is how much of my property is going to be effected by the new proposed 
right-of-way.  The old right-of-way affected my ability to use my driveway and garage. I am 
currently of an age that doesn’t allow me to wait two or three years to make a decision on 
my living arrangements.  What can be done to help move this process along?  Samuel L. 
Krelipelman, 447 High School Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response: Both notification and offers are anticipated to begin in Middle 2010, pending 
funding and receipt of a Finding of No Significant Impacts.  The TxDOT Right of Way office 
can be contacted if hardship requests for ROW acquisition are needed. 
 

22)  While I am not affected, I do not feel it is right that TxDOT is only paying property owners 
for partial lots.  It looks like most properties affected will leave current homeowners with a lot 
that is too small to do anything with.  The people lose their home and end up with a useless 
lot that they have to pay taxes on and mow and maintain liability insurance on.  I understand 
progress, but people need to be treated fairly – after all, they are having to sell their home – 
not just a house.  I am also not happy about the prospect of the managed lanes being tolled.  
Don’t penalize people for being poor – especially during these hard times.  Patricia Cryer, 
46 Marcus Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response: An evaluation will be made by appraisers in contact with the land owners 
regarding the value of the ROW to be acquired and the ultimate usage of the remainder will 
be decided with coordination with the local jurisdiction and the property owner.  Managed 
lane tolls are anticipated to be utilized to pay for reconstruction unless additional funding 
sources are developed. 

23) If you take my backyard, then what is the use of my home, I have a child, three dogs and 
equipment such as a trailer that I keep in the backyard.  What am I supposed to do with no 
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backyard?  If you just buy my backyard and not the whole lot them my home is worth less 
than half of the original value. Why not buy the whole thing and use the entire property?  
Oscar and Julie Matthews, 849 Harbor Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response: An evaluation will be made by appraisers in contact with the land owners 
regarding the value of the ROW to be acquired and the ultimate usage of the remainder will 
be decided with coordination with the local jurisdiction and the property owner. 

24) Please try to avoid toll lanes.  Fund improvements by pegging the gasoline tax to inflation. 
Steve Southwell, 995 Downey, Lewisville, TX  75067. 
 
Response: Tolls will be utilized to pay for reconstruction unless additional funding sources 
are developed. 

25) How close can a highway property line come to the back of a house?  Thomas Mills, 861 
Harbor Drive, Lewisville, TX  75057. 
 
Response: The ROW Line shown is what is needed for the IH 35E reconstruction project 
and has not been adjusted for impacts to adjacent properties.  If ROW is required that 
makes the property unusable as a residence, that information will be incorporated by the 
appraiser in determining the fair market value of the property to be required. 
 

26)  Need to move the 35E exit ramp to Fox Avenue to the south side of FM 1171.  Allen 
Birmingham, 8333 Douglas Avenue, Suite 1480, Dallas, TX 75225. 
 
Response: All ramp relocations must be requested by the local city for evaluation since they 
are expected to represent all property interests within their cities.   

27) No one was able to answer when we will be approached to sell our land.  I am interested in 
knowing when we will receive a bid to buy our property?  Jeremy Barclay, 500 West Main 
Avenue, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response: Both notification and offers are anticipated to begin in Middle 2010, pending 
funding and receipt of a Finding of No Significant Impacts. 

 

28) I live in Lakeside Estates, a 20+ year old subdivision close to IH 35E/FM 407.  The noise 
from the highway is already substantial; I can only assume it will almost double with the 
increase in the number of lanes.  I went to the public open house on November 13th in 
Lewisville to check on this and came away concerned and disturbed.  The aerial view on the 
long table did not show my subdivision.  Why would TxDOT use a 20+ year old aerial?  
What would they be hiding by doing this?  I’m afraid that no noise study will ever be 
conducted; no one lives there, no need for a noise barrier.  I was then told there was a 
formula for figuring out if a noise barrier will be built.  Who came up with this formula and 
how is it calculated?  Does it take into account the skyrocketing cost of materials? Please 
ease my concerns if you can.  Kerry Landin, 411 Sandra Drive, Lewisville, TX  75057. 
 
Response: The exhibits provided at the public meetings utilized 2005 aerials.  Because the 
scale of the public meeting exhibits displayed the proposed project and approximately 500 
feet along each side of the proposed project (immediate area), the exhibits did not include 
the Lakeside Estates subdivision. A noise study will be conducted during the development of 
the environmental assessment to determine if the proposed project would result in a noise 
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impact at your subdivision. If this is the case, noise abatement will be evaluated for 
incorporation into the proposed project.  
 
A noise analysis involves more than a formula to figure out if a noise barrier is required for a 
highway project. To summarize, noise barriers are constructed (if feasible and reasonable) 
when the Noise Abatement Criteria of 67 dBA is projected to be exceeded during the next 
20 years.  FHWA-approved traffic noise modeling software is the main tool, among others, 
used in a noise analysis. Please follow the link to the TxDOT’s (FHWA approved) Guidelines 
for Analysis and Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise for concepts, definitions, and 
procedures used in conducting a traffic noise analysis:   
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/env/pdf/resources/TxDOTnoise96.pdf 

29) Your southbound frontage roads on IH 35E vary from Swisher (two lanes) to Turbeville 
(three lanes) to Denton Drive (two lanes) to across the Lake (only two lanes).  I think this will 
be confusing to drivers, but more important, if there is an accident on the Bridge you need 3 
lanes on the frontage road to move traffic. Please consider three lane from Swisher to south 
of the Bridge.  John Green, 106 Stamford Drive, Hickory Creek, TX 75065. 
 
Response: Two lane frontage roads are proposed across Lake Lewisville.  In the event of 
an accident on the bridge, one lane of traffic can be exited to the frontage road north of 
Denton Drive using the proposed bridge. Additional capacity would not be safely 
accommodated from a one lane ramp. 
 

30) All I ask is please don’t take away my decell lane and service road access. If you push into 
our west parking/drive area it will be a great loss and hardship on us.  Please keep us in the 
loop as you know where the right-of-way line will be drawn.  Robert Zubl (Bob’s Tire and 
Auto), 740 Valley Ridge Circle, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response: Access will be maintained as much as feasible.  The need for a deceleration 
lane will be made during detailed design. 

31) The Department of Transportation seems determined to cling to the proven ineffective 
concept of HOV lanes – even increasing them to 2/2 in the proposed IH 35E improvements.  
It is my opinion that this is an irresponsible abuse of tax payer’s money.  Imagine how many 
more vehicles could be much more efficiently moved with two additional lanes each way.  
No name and address provided. 
 
Response:  The managed lanes will be both HOV for regional air conformity as well as 
tolled to pay for reconstruction unless additional funding sources are developed. 

 
32) I am very pleased that the new plans show that no right-of-way will be required off my 

property at 1910 N. IH 35 (nursery).  Keep up the good work.  George Cotten, 3608 
Tanglewood Circle, Farmers Branch, TX  75234. 
 
Response:  Comment Noted 

 
33) The south and middle segments need to have five continuous general purpose lanes (non-

tolled) in each direction. Oscar Slotboom, 5711 Preston Oaks #648, Dallas, TX 75254. 
 
Response: Tolls will be utilized to pay for reconstruction unless additional funding sources 
are developed. 
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34) Concern of existing driveway on southbound IH 35 at Round Grove (station 1033-1034) with 

new ROW line.  Will existing driveway remain?  Also “grandfathered access driveways north 
of here that serve the retail center, north of Round Grove and South of Oak Bend Drive – 
there are three existing drives; the center one is actually a “spine” drive to serve the back 
portion of this retail center (also, driveway south of Round Grove to mall at station 1025).  
Elizabeth Crowe (Elizabeth.crowe@deshazotang.com), 400 South Houston Street, Ste. 
330, Dallas, TX  75202. 

 
Response: Access driveways will be adjusted during final design and coordination with 
local cities to meet current access control guidelines. 

 
35) The Waffle House has been operating a restaurant located at 1181 South Stemmons 

Freeway, Lewisville, Texas since 1973. The proposed improvements would require the 
purchase of the majority of the Waffle House property, which would eliminate this business. 
Waffle House opposes these improvements and requests that the Texas Department of 
Transportation explore other alternatives that would allow the Waffle House restaurant to 
stay in business. Ansley K. Wood, P.O. Box 6450,  Norcross, GA 30091. 
 
Response: The impacts to the Waffle House property located at the corner of Business 121 
and IH 35E southbound service road are primarily due to the addition of a right turn bay for 
traffic traveling northbound from Business 121 to turn onto the southbound service road.  A 
northbound turn bay is currently warranted to relieve congestion at the intersection.  Impacts 
are anticipated to be to parking for the restaurant and will require compensation but should 
allow the restaurant to remain in business.  Shifting the Business 121 alignment was 
considered but dismissed due to commercial impacts on the north side of the roadway 
opposite the Waffle House property. 

 
36)  We are owners of a property located at 2486 South Stemmons (Hwy 35 E), Lewisville, 

Denton, Co., 75067. I would appreciate if you could review our location and comment back 
as to the impact we might expect.  It was also unclear as to the time table which we could 
expect.  Please do not contact our long term tenant as we do not want to cause anxiety on 
their part. Knute Kleinen, President, K & E Rental Co. Inc., kleines@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Response: The building (located along the northbound service road north of 121 Toll) will 
be displaced as part of the current design for reconstruction IH 35E.  The timetable for 
activities includes beginning ROW acquisition in middle 2010, with construction beginning as 
soon as possible pending acquisition.  As part of the ROW acquisition process, the property 
owner will be contacted at that time, middle 2010.  As part of the appraisal, the current 
commercial property will be contacted to determine previous years income and expenses in 
order to determine compensation for relocation reimbursement costs which the business is 
entitled. As the property owner, you will receive the first contact; however, the tenant will 
need to be informed shortly thereafter. 
 

37) The property was shown as displaced on previous version of the IH 35E schematic from 
2006 but not displaced as part of the schematic shown at the Public Meeting.  The property 
will be unusable and should be shown as displaced. Greg and Sharon Parsons, 867 
Harbor Drive, Lewisville, TX, 75057. 

 
Response: Schematics shown at the November 2008 public meetings were preliminary and 
did not have sufficient detail to determine the precise impacts.  Refined schematics currently 
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show the property as displaced similar to the 2006 version of the IH 35E reconstruction.  An 
appraisal will be performed to determine the reduced value of the property which will be 
compensation for the impact to the property. 

 
38) The proposed improvements to IH 35E will impact our garden and will reduce the property 

value of our residence. Jimmie F. Stewart, 873 Harbor Drive, Lewisville, TX 75057. 
 
Response:  An appraiser will determine the fair market value of the property required for the 
IH 35E reconstruction ROW.  The appraisal of the Right of Way needed for the 
reconstruction of IH 35E will consider all improvements to the property in determining the fair 
market value of the property as it exists and the fair market value of the property without the 
required ROW.  All measures are being evaluated throughout the project development 
process to minimize ROW requirements and enhance property values along the IH 35E 
corridor.   
 

39) I am the owner of the property at 985 South IH 35E, Denton, Texas.  The Hooters 
Restaurant property. I attended the recent public meeting on the proposed highway 
construction.  At the meeting I was told our building was scheduled to be condemned.  Prior 
to constructing our building in 2005, we met with TxDOT and received your proposed ROW 
location.  I have attached our drawings for your review.  We originally applied for a driveway 
permit, but it was denied because of the proposed construction.  We then revised our 
drawings to locate our building outside of the proposed ROW. There are several ways to 
avoid condemning our building.  I would like to meet with you to discuss the various options.  
Is it possible to get a copy of your drawing?  Are the grades in front of our restaurant 
designed yet?  Pleas let me know when we can meet.  John N. Crowder, 
Fourcornerstones  IV, 7021 Kenswick Dr., Plano, TX 75024. 
 
Response: In response to Mr. Crowder's comment, a meeting was held with TxDOT Dallas 
District on 11/24/08 at 10:00 am.  At this meeting, Mr. Crowder was updated on the status of 
the IH 35E Concurrent Managed Lane Schematic and EA.  Mr. Crowder was informed that 
the current schematic was 30% complete and should be considered preliminary and subject 
to change without notice.  The 90% schematic would be ready by January-February 2009.  
Mr. Crowder was informed that TxDOT was planning for a Public Hearing in fall 2009 
followed by a FONSI in December 2009.   Mr. Crowder was informed that ROW Acquisition 
could start in mid 2010.  However, this timeline is dependant upon receiving a FONSI in 
December 2009 and the status of available funding. 

Comments Received By E-mail During the 10-Day Comment Period 
 
1) I appreciate the opportunity to present this public comment to you as a citizen and a land 
owner in Denton, TX relative to the IH 35E project in Denton. I have two comments that I 
would like to submit: 1.   The Southbound exit ramp just south of Loop 288 (near Station 
1810+00):  The proposed southbound exit ramp is a couple hundred feet south of the 
existing southbound ramp.  We have a 45 acre development on the west side of IH 35E in 
this location.  If the exit ramp were to stay in the current location, or very near, our 
development could be serviced by 2 driveways along the IH 35E frontage road.  As the 
plans are currently drawn, we would only have 1 entrance servicing the majority of the 45 
acre development, thus under servicing the traffic demand from the development.  We 
would request that the exit ramp be shifted to the north approximately 350-400', close to the 
current exit ramp, to accommodate a second driveway entrance.  Brian Shamburger of 
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Kimley Horn has done the TIA for this development and can provide more details in 
reference to this comment. 2. IH 35E Texas Turnaroud (U-Turn) between Wind River and 
Brinker Road (near Station 1793+50):  There appears to be a planned TXDOT turnaround 
near this location in Denton, TX.  Again, as a citizen and landowner in this City, it is 
extremely disappointing that TXDOT would go to the expense to build a bridge, without 
building it at a location where a city roadway could cross IH 35.  In the locations that City 
streets form intersections with IH 35, they provide the best long term economic 
developments in the City.  We realize economic development in the City's may not be 
TXDOT's primary concern in the IH 35 project, but the impacts provided by the 
developments at these intersections provide the best economic base that Cities, Counties 
and TXDOT all benefit from. The ideal location for the bridge for the turnaround to be moved 
to is Brinker Road.  Brinker Road has developed into a divided 4 lane roadway servicing 
great retailers such as Target, Home Depot and Wal-Mart. This roadway could be extended 
across IH 35 and tie in to Wind River Lane, across undeveloped property that we currently 
own the majority of.  As you know, once this property develops, it is almost impossible to go 
and add an intersection at a later date.  In addition to the above mentioned benefits, this 
new intersection would greatly reduce the traffic congestion at Loop 288 and Mayhill Road/ 
State School Road. Those two intersections have been overloaded for years, and with the 
projected growth in the area, it seems irrational not to try and make this additional 
intersection work. We realize that traffic signals downstream of exit ramps are not ideal; 
these provide much more benefit than downside, as seen in numerous examples along 
other TXDOT roadways in the DFW metroplex.  Brian Shamburger with Kimley Horn has 
provided us with the technical support for how feasible this is and how they may even be a 
cost savings due to the potential savings in dirt work as shown on the schematics. I 
sincerely appreciate your time and look forward to a response from TXDOT on both of these 
comments. Jeremy Sain, PE, Elk River Real Estate, 3311 N IH 35, Suite 140, Denton, TX 
76207. 
 
Response: 1) Comment noted.  The ramp locations are located to optimize traffic 
operations on both the mainlanes and frontage roads.  In addition, the ramp locations have 
been located based on comments and input from the City of Denton.  Requests to change 
ramp locations need to be coordinated thru the City of Denton. 2) Comment noted.  The u-
turn location and adjacent ramps have been located to optimize traffic operations on both 
the mainlanes and frontage roads.  In addition, the u-turn has been located based on 
comments and input from the City of Denton.  Requests to change the location and 
operational function of the u-turn need to be coordinated thru the City of Denton. 
 
 
2) We have spoken and met with a number of people at TxDOT and look forward to 
clarification on the following items.  1. Notices to Property Owner - We have not been 
contacted or received any correspondence regarding the proposed R.O.W. take, detail 
and/or timing of construction.  I gave Nasser our address to make sure we are notified of 
any public hearings or updates.  He could not confirm what address they had on file (same 
as what is on the Tax Records).  The correct address is: Trammell Crow Company, 2001 
Ross Avenue - Suite 3400, Dallas, Texas 75201, Attn: Lakepark Plaza - Robert McFarlane. 
2. Timing of FONSI, ROW Acquisition and Construction - Our value of the land and our 
ability to develop the sw corner of FM 407 and IH 35E has continued to be adversely 
impacted due to the construction of the interchange not being completed and uncertainty of 
timing for completion- this has been an issue for the last 8-years.  Need to define timing 3. 
Existing Access Drive - Currently our property and the Exxon Tract have an existing 
driveway and access to the SB Frontage Road of IH 35E. The property owner to the south 
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(Alpha-Republic - Ken Wood) is under contract with a Medical Developer.  They have 
approached TCC regarding relocation of our drive.  Need to identify TxDOT's position - 
(TxDOT Engineering and ROW Departments). Current Schematic - We have seen 
numerous schematics and need to understand if one had been finalized and timing of 
FONSI.  Robert McFarlane, Principal and Senior Vice President Trammell Crow 
Company, 2001 Ross Avenue, Suite 3400, Dallas, Texas 75201. 
 
Response: 1) TxDOT has confirmed that a meeting notice was mailed to: TCDFW Lakepark 
Plaza, 2001 Ross Ave Ste 3400, Dallas, TX 75201. 2) The IH 35E estimated project time 
line is as follows: Public Hearing: Fall 2009, potential Finding of No Significant Impact 
(environmental clearance) in December 2009, Right of way acquisition may begin in mid 
2010; pending availability of funding and environmental clearance in December 2009. 3) 
TxDOT-Dallas District is in the process of revising the current IH 35E schematic by changing 
the two reversible managed lanes to four concurrent managed lanes.  The new schematic 
would be ready in January 2009 and it will be posted into IH 35E website at 
http://www.keepitmovingdallas.com  in early February 2009. We are anticipating receiving 
the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) approval on the new schematic by summer 
2009. Please note the new schematic is preliminary and subject to change without notice. 
 

Recommendations 
 
TxDOT has thoroughly analyzed and addressed comments received from the public. The 
project should continue to proceed forward for further development.   
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Good News
Denton County and the Regional Transportation 
Council have dedicated $535 Million of the total 
money received from the 121 Toll concession 

payment to fund reconstruction of improvements 
to IH 35E.

Bad News
Federal Highway Trust fund which is funded by 
your Gas Taxes needs additional funding and 
remaining funds only cover maintenance with 

minimal new construction � therefore no federal 
funding can be expected.

Current Status on Operations & FundingCurrent Status on Operations & Funding
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 Operations 
� Future Traffic Projections Indicate Less Directional 

Split with More Balance in Directional Flow

� Managed HOV Lanes Provide an Option for Users 
to Choose a High-Speed, Predictable Trip

 Funding
� Revenue from the Managed HOV Lanes would be 

Dedicated to the Capital and Operating Costs of 
the Corridor

Delivery Options May Include:
- Traditional Design � Bid � Build
- Public Debt
- Design � Build � Finance 

Reasons for ModificationsReasons for Modifications
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 TxDOT developed a Preliminary Financial 
Feasibility Study

 Requested by NTTA �to exercise one-time 
right to undertake the IH 35E Managed HOV 
Lanes Project�

 Delivered September 2, 2008 to NTTA

 NTTA Board Decided at Sept. 17 Meeting to 
Waive Primacy.  TxDOT remains the lead 
agency.

Responsible Agency DeterminationResponsible Agency Determination
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6+6CD+4HOVC+2/3FR

8+4HOVC+2/3FR

6+2HOVC+2/3FR

10+4HOVC+2/3FR

8+4HOVC+2/3FR

8+2/3FR

8+4HOVC+2/3FR

US 380

PGBT

IH 635

FM 2181

Note: 2/3FR  indicates 2 to 3 lane frontage roads typically, except between exit 
and cross street, where minimum 3 lanes are provided or when  traffic warrants. 

8+4HOVC+2/3FR

8+2HOVC+2/3FR

IH-35E: IH 635 to US 380
Project Length = 28.2 Miles

Project Overview & LimitsProject Overview & Limits
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CURRENT CONCEPT

PREVIOUSLY EVALUATED

EXISTING

Typical Sections - North Typical Sections - North 

3 � 1 � 1 � 3  to  4 � 2 � 2 � 4 

4 � (1) � 4 

2 � 2 

Note: 2/3FR  indicates 2 to 3 lane frontage roads typically, except between exit 
and cross street, where minimum 3 lanes are provided or when  traffic warrants. 
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CURRENT CONCEPT

PREVIOUSLY EVALUATED

EXISTING

Typical Sections - Middle Typical Sections - Middle 

4 � 2 � 2 � 4 

5 � 2 � 5 

3 � 3 

Note: 2/3FR  indicates 2 to 3 lane frontage roads typically, except between exit 
and cross street, where minimum 3 lanes are provided or when  traffic warrants. 
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CURRENT CONCEPT

PREVIOUSLY EVALUATED

EXISTING

Typical Sections - South Typical Sections - South 

4 � 2 � 2 � 4 

5 � 2 � 5 

3 � 1 � 1 � 3 

Note: 2/3FR  indicates 2 to 3 lane frontage roads typically, except between exit 
and cross street, where minimum 3 lanes are provided or when  traffic warrants. 
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Managed HOV Lanes AccessManaged HOV Lanes Access
Overview of Different Access Types

 Slip Ramps � Managed HOV Lanes from/to 
Main Lanes at Grade

Example � IH 635 east of US 75

 Wishbone Ramps � Grade Separated Ramps 
from either the Right General Purpose Lane 
(or the Frontage Road) to the Managed HOV 
Lanes

Example � US 75 S. of Midpark

 Direct Connections or T-Ramps � Grade 
Separated Ramps Directly to/from a Cross 
Street

Example � IH 635 @ TI Blvd
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Individual City Meetings � Two Series of Meetings in 
September & October
One on one meetings with corridor cities, counties and 
agencies to review alternatives and obtain feedback

Technical Work Group �Meetings Aug. 6, Oct.1,  Nov. 5
Intended for staff of corridor cities, counties, & agencies to 
meet monthly to bi-monthly for next 4 months

Public Meetings � First Series � November 10, 13, 17
Open house format to solicit citizen input on the plan.  Only 
public meetings until Public Hearings in Summer/Fall 2009.

Stakeholder OutreachStakeholder Outreach
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 Aug. 6 � Stakeholder Work Group #1

 Aug. 27 � Lewisville, Highland Village, DCTA

 Aug. 28 � Denton, Corinth, UNT, Denton Co.

 Sept. 3 � Dallas, Farmers Branch, Carrollton, Dallas Co., DART

 Sept. 3 � Lake Dallas, Hickory Creek

 Sept. 5 � Lewisville

 Sept. 16 � Hickory Creek Council 

 Oct. 1 � Stakeholder Work Group #2

 Oct. 15 � Denton

 Oct. 15 � DCTA 

 Oct. 16 � USACE

 Oct. 17 � Carrollton

 Oct. 17 � Lewisville

 Oct. 21 � Denton Council Mobility Committee

 Oct. 21 � Hickory Creek Council

 Oct. 23 � DCTA Board

 Nov. 3 � Corinth Council

 Nov. 5 � Stakeholder Work Group #3

 Nov. 11 � Carrollton Council

 Dec. 3 � Stakeholder Work Group #4

Plan Refined with Stakeholder InputPlan Refined with Stakeholder Input

Texas
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of Transportation

Dallas District

35E
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July to December 2008

Work with corridor cities to adjust proposed 
improvements to allow for a 4-2-2-4 segment

January 2009 

Submit Schematic to TxDOT Design Division/ 
FHWA for review

Summer-Fall 2009
Public Hearings 

December 2009
FONSI (Environmental Clearance)

ScheduleSchedule
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Public Meeting Information 
Displayed Tonight

Public Meeting Information 
Displayed Tonight

 30% Schematic Design Plans

 Managed HOV Lane Access 
Diagrams

 Environmental Constraints Maps

 Environmental Support Staff

 Right-of-Way Support Staff
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Mr. Nasser Askari, P.E.
Texas Department of Transportation
Dallas District
P.O. Box 133067
Dallas, Texas 75313-3067

Phone: 214-320-6628
Email: naskari@dot.state.tx.us

Contact InformationContact Information

mailto:naskari@dot.state.tx.us


Corridor Improvements
From IH 635 to US 380

Denton County is one of the fastest 
growing counties in Texas. Today, the 
county has nearly 600,000 residents 
and is projected to have more than 
one million by the year 2030. The 
rapid growth has quickly surpassed 
the capacity of IH 35E to handle the 
traffi c demand. A recent collision on 
IH 35E during the morning commute 
effectively shut down the interstate for 
more than four hours. This scenario 
is not uncommon and highlights the 
immediate need for improvements to 
the      IH 35E corridor.

Why 
the 
Need?

Improved Mobility.  

What is the Average Daily Traffic on IH 35E?
Location   Current 2030 Projected
IH 635    201,000 338,000
SH 121    179,000 296,000
Across Lake Lewisville  128,000 243,000
FM 2181   124,000 211,000
Loop 288   117,000 195,000
US 380      78,000 176,000

Middle Segment  Begins construction 2011  
   Completed by 2015

North Segment  Begins construction 2015  
   Completed by 2018

South Segment  Begins construction 2017
   Completed by 2020

*  Dates subject to the availability of funding

The Next Steps...
1) July to December 2008

Work with corridor cities to adjust proposed improvements to allow for a 4-2-2-4 segment

2) January 2009
Submit schematic to TxDOT Design Division/FHWA for review

3) Summer - Fall 2009
Public Hearings

4) December 2009
FONSI (Environmental clearance)

5) Early 2010
Right-of-way acquisition could begin (Subject to the availability of funding)

Project’s Estimated Cost

Construction   $2.9 billion
Maintenance and Operations $1.1 billion
TOTAL    $4.0 billion
* $535 million has been allocated by the Regional Transportation 

Council (SH 121 Funds) and Denton County

* The proposed Managed HOV lanes can assist with funding to 
complete the project

* Costs are approximate and subject to further refi nement.

llion
For more information, please contact:

Nasser Askari, PE
Texas Department of Transportation
Dallas District
P.O. Box 133067
Dallas, Texas 75313-3067

Phone:  214/320-6628
Email:  naskari@dot.state.tx.us

IH 35E is an important element of 
the local and regional transportation 
system.  IH 35E functions as a major 
arterial serving local and regional 
commuter routes to and from work, 
school, and recreation.  It is also an 
important truck corridor and links the 
University of North Texas (the fourth 
largest university in Texas) to the Dallas 
area.

Texas Department 
of Transportation

Improved Roadways..

What is the Schedule 
for Completion? 
*Based on the current projected funding strategies

Version 11/10/08



TxDOT is proposing improvements  to 
IH 35E from  IH 635 to US 380 in Dallas 
and Denton Counties; a distance of 28 
miles. The improvements include the 
reconstruction of additional main lanes/
general purpose lanes, and managed high 
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, and 
frontage roads through the cities of Farmers 
Branch and Carrollton in Dallas County 
and the cities of Lewisville, Highland 
Village, the Town of Hickory Creek, Lake 
Dallas, Denton, and Corinth in Denton 
County.  TxDOT will prepare individual 
environmental assessment documents for 
segments of the IH 35E facility to evaluate 
and update the potential social, economic, 
and environmental impacts associated with 
the proposed improvements.

What is Being Proposed?

South Segment Existing Proposed

IH 635 to 
President 
George Bush 
Turnpike (PGBT) 

6 Main lanes 
2 Concurrent 
Managed HOV 
lanes (1 lane in 
each direction) 
2 lanes Frontage 
Roads each side

8 Main lanes 
4 Concurrent Managed 
HOV lanes (2 lanes in each 
direction) 
2-3 lanes Frontage Roads 
each side

Middle Segment Existing Proposed

From PGBT to 
FM 2181

6 Main lanes
2 lane Frontage 
Roads each 
side

8 Main lanes
4 Concurrent 
Managed HOV lanes 
(2 lanes in each 
direction) 
2-3 lanes Frontage 
Roads each side.

North Segment Existing Proposed

From FM 2181 
to US 380

4 Main lanes 
2 lanes Frontage 
Roads each side

6-8 Main lanes 
2 to 4 Concurrent Man-
aged HOV lanes (1-2 
lanes in each direction) 
2-3 lanes Frontage 
Roads each side

How do Managed HOV Lanes Work?
Managed HOV lanes are lanes where traffi c is kept 
moving at a faster, more reliable speed (average 
50 mph) by adjusting the toll rate up and down on 
a roadway as the number of vehicles increases or 
decreases, respectively.  

Drivers can expect to pay more to use managed HOV lanes 
during peak travel times than at off-peak hours on the 
IH 35E facility.  Drivers can enter and exit the Managed 
HOV lanes at numerous points along the roadway and 
pay a toll to ensure a faster, more predictable trip time.  
Main lanes and frontage roads, including the proposed 
added capacity, would remain non-tolled for all users.

� Improved safety

� Maximized roadway 
capacity

� Added revenue stream to 
maintain and improve the 
transportation corridor

� Improved Air Quality 
standards

Your 
Benefit

The project has been divided into three 
segments of approximately 28 miles total.  
In order to refl ect new traffi c projections 
that indicate changes in traffi c fl ow on 
northbound and southbound IH 35E, 
TxDOT is in the process of updating 
previous 2005 - 2007 roadway schematics 
and environmental  assessment documents.

LOCATION MAP
IH 35E FROM IH 635 TO US 380

REEVALUATION FOR CONCURRENT
FLOW MANAGED LANES
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