Im’?":' Historical Studies Project Coordination Request (PCR)

Transportation

Reset Form

Main CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019

District personnel should complete this form with all appropriate documentation attached. ENV-HIST staff review is
contingent on provision of an active CSJ (or equivalent if the project is not a construction project) against which
environmental work can be charged. District personnel shall ensure project description information in ECOS is complete and
accurate prior to submitting the PCR to ENV-HIST. District-provided responses should reflect known data about the project
and identify any limitations that hindered provision of the requested information. ENV-HIST staff will review the PCR form and
attached information per established Documentation Standards. This review will result in:

« ENV-HIST environmental clearance of the project; OR
o ENV-HIST identification of additional technical studies required for clearance; OR

o ENV-HIST rejection of the PCR for failure to meet specific Documentation Standards and instructions on how to redress
the rejection.

This form specifies minimally required information needed to properly facilitate ENV-HIST's review process.
Please submit all relevant documentation with this PCR at one time.

NOTE: * If this project information changes over the course of design OR if the funding source changes, then HIST requires re-
coordination and a revised PCR in ECOS.

No If FHWA funded, does the project conform to the type listed in Appendix 4 and the Historic Resources Toolkit?
OR
Does this historic coordination apply to the Antiquities Code as referenced in the Historic Resources Toolkit?

Information Required to Process Projects with Potential to Affect Historic Properties

1. Targeted ENV clearance date: August 1,2020

2. *Anticipated letting date: April 2028

3. "Historic-age" date (let date minus 45 years): 1983

4. No *The proposed action is subject to federal permitting (i.e. Corps of Engineers, Coast Guard, IBWC, etc.).

5. Yes *The proposed action requires additional ROW (purchased or donated) or easements?

Required New ROW Required New Easements

Temporary | Permanent

o

0.75

Parcel ID (acres)

20.28

20.28

See Appendix A

Standard Version 5
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 421.01.PCR
Effective Date: August 2019 Page 1 of 4



lﬁ...“_ Historical Studies Project Coordination Request (PCR)

Reset Form
6. The following maps, tables or equivalents are uploaded to ECOS.
Yes/No/NA Map Type
Yes Existing and proposed ROW boundaries. ECOS File Name:[HIST PCR Appendices 1217-01-019,
etc. 02-20rev.pdf
Yes Parcel boundaries for properties within the ~ ECOS File Name: |HIST PCR Appendices 1217-01-019,
APE. etc. 02-20rev.pdf
Yes Results of the Texas Historic Sites Atlas ECOS File Name: [HIST PCR Appendices 1217-01-019,
search, identifying NHL, NRHP, SAL, and RTHL etc. 02-20rev.pdf

resources located within one-quarter mile of

the project area listed in a table format and

identified on color aerial map(s) or equivalent.

Comments:| See Appendix B; The Texas Historical Commission (THC) Historic Properties Atlas online
was reviewed for all previously recorded historic properties within 0.25 miles of the
project area. The atlas revealed one historical marker within the 0.25-mile study area,
listed in the table below and identified on the map in Appendix B.

Yes Results of TxDOT eligibility and historic ECOS File Name:|HIST PCR Appendices 1217-01-019,
bridge layers search. (See Historic Resources etc. 02-20rev.pdf

Toolkit for links).

Comments:| See Appendix B; The TxDOT Listed and Eligible Bridges of Texas Map was reviewed for
listed and eligible bridges within 0.25 miles of the project area. No such bridges were
identified.

7. Yes Representative and dated photographs of the project area are uploaded to ECOS.
Note: Photographs should include the following elements:

1. Buildings/structures adjacent to project, especially if TXDOT will acquire ROW or easements

from parcel.

2. Road Features (culverts, bridges, landscaping, etc.

3. Areas of proposed construction.

File Name in ECOS: | HIST PCR Appendices 1217-01-019, etc. 02-20rev.pdf
8. Yes Preliminary plans are uploaded to ECOS.
File Name in ECOS: | 1217-01-019, etc. FM1641 Schematic.pdf
9. No Historic-age bridges are within the project area.
10. No Rock masonry features (culverts, ditches, walls, etc.) are within the project area.
11. No Historic-age rest area(s) are located within the project area.
12. No The proposed action involves the relocation of historical markers.
Standard Version 5
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 421.01.PCR
Effective Date: August 2019 Page 2 of 4
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13. Yes Additional consulting parties (other than the THC) may be involved in this project.

Consulting Party Name Representing Contact Information
N/A Kaufman County 972-932-4331

Additional Project Comments:

District Personnel Certification

Yes | reviewed all submitted documents for quality assessment and control.
Christine Polito February 19, 2020
District Personnel Name Date:
Standard Version 5
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 421.01.PCR

Effective Date: August 2019 Page 3 of 4
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The following table shows the revision history for this document.

Revision History

Effective Date o
Month, Year Reason for and Description of Change
December 2013 Version 1 released.
Version 2 released.
The form was converted to a PDF format. Form level validations were installed to
June 2015 ensure that all certified forms contained the minimum required information.
Various questions were modified to accommodate the improved functionality of the
PDF format.
Version 3 released.
August 2015 Revised the form to make it compatible with Adobe Acrobat Reader DC. No changes
were made to the question sequence or form logic.
Version 4 released.
June 2019 The form was updated to include a separate section for Appendix 4. Additional

questions were added for form logic.

Standard
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division
Effective Date: August 2019

Version 5
421.01.PCR
Page 4 of 4



Appendix A

Required New ROW and Easements, in Acres

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Appendix A

Required new ROW and Easements, in Acres

Property ID as Kaufman County Required Required
shown on Appraisal District new ROW easements (acres)
Schematics Parcel ID (acres)

WB1 203022 0.01 0.00
WB2 7793 0.06 0.00
WB3 194978 0.09 0.00
WB10 27450 0.01 0.00
WB12 7917 0.00 0.00
WB13 78200 0.00 0.00
WB15 7740 0.06 0.00

EB1 52715 0.02 0.00

EB2 54604 0.22 0.00

EB3 71947 2.78 0.00

EB4 78996 2.99 0.00

EB5 56867 0.84 0.00
WB19 7785 0.01 0.00
WB20 7902 0.01 0.00
WB21 7836 0.03 0.00
WB22 7747 0.08 0.00
WB23 7753 0.08 0.00
WB24 53209 0.03 0.00
WB25 7742 0.06 0.00
WB26 7848 0.11 0.00
WB27 7825, 7826, 7737, 2.70 0.00

203624, 7877

WB28 7828 0.35 0.00
WB29 57514 0.02 0.00
WB30 57470 0.02 0.00
WB31 57541 0.32 0.00
WB32 16097 0.31 0.00
WB33 16098 0.49 0.00

EB7 190497 0.53 0.00

EB8 57314 0.29 0.00

EB9 7811 0.52 0.00
EB10 56791 0.01 0.00

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas

CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019




EB11 37960 0.03 0.00
EB12 37995 0.03 0.00
EB13 37981 0.02 0.00
EB14 37980 0.05 0.00
EB15 44972 0.05 0.00
EB16 44956 0.00 0.00
EB17 16106 0.19 0.00
WB34 16101 0.24 0.00
WB35 16099 0.28 0.00
WB36 16100 0.26 0.00
WB37 16090 0.16 0.00
WB38 16089 0.16 0.00
WB39 16103 0.09 0.00
WB40 16088 0.10 0.00
WB41 16086, 16087 0.41 0.00
WB42 16159, 16095, 0.46 0.00
16085
WB43 35977 0.08 0.00
WB44 35950 0.33 0.00
WB45 35951 0.16 0.00
WB46 35952 0.16 0.00
WB47 35953 0.16 0.00
WB48 35954 0.17 0.00
WB49 35955 0.31 0.00
WB50 35956 0.01 0.00
WB51 178483 0.29 0.00
WB52 16126, 178484 1.33 0.00
EB20 54115 0.11 0.00
WB71 49110 0.00 0.00
WB75 49070 0.07 0.00
WB76 16135 0.14 0.00
WB77 193315, 193317 0.06 0.00
EB50 16157 0.98 0.00
Total 21.25 0.0

FM 548 / FM 1641

From: FM 1641 and FM 548

To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas

CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019




Appendix B

Texas Historic Sites Atlas Search Results

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Appendix B

Results of Texas Historic Sites Atlas
Search, identifying NHL, NRHP, SAL, and RTHL
Resources located within one-quarter mile of

project area

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) Historic Properties Atlas online was reviewed for all
previously recorded historic properties within 0.25 miles of the project area. The atlas showed
one historical marker within the 0.25-mile study area, listed in the table below. However, the
atlas notes that this marker is actually located at different location: at the corner of Bois d’Arc
and Brooks Street in Forney, as noted in the table. There is no marker at the indicated location
on FM 1641, so the marker is not identified on the map in Appendix C. The TxDOT Listed and
Eligible Bridges of Texas Map was also reviewed. No additional historic properties or bridges
were identified within 0.25 miles of the project area.

Property Name
and Location

Description

Historical Marker
#8512: First
Presbyterian
Church of Forney;
Corner of Bois
d'Arc and Brooks
St., Forney

Marker text: This church was created by the merger of two congregations.
Before the town of Brooklyn was renamed Forney, the Brooklyn Church of the
Presbytery of Bacon of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was organized in
1872. A second congregation, the Forney Presbyterian Church U.S. (Southern),
began in 1883, and built a sanctuary on this site. Following the merger in 1919,
the name was changed to First Presbyterian Church of Forney. A new red brick
structure was dedicated in October, 1925, and the church continues to be a
vital part of the Forney community.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019




! Project Limit

Historical Marker
#8512, per Atlas map;
marker is not actually

at this location.

Texas Historic Sites Atlas map
identifying NHL, NRHP, SAL,
and RTHL resources within
0.25 miles of the study area. Proiect Limit

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Project Limit TxDOT Historic Districts & Properties

of Texas Map. No such Districts or
Properties are located within .25
miles of the project area.

Project Limit i:

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Project Limit

=

Project Limit i:

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019

TxDOT NRHP Listed and Eligible
Bridges of Texas Map. There are
no such bridges located within one-
guarter mile of the project area.




Appendix C

Project Area Maps

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019
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Appendix D

Project Area Photographs

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 1. FM 1641, just south of FM 548, looking north. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 2. FM 1641 at Fox Hollow Blvd, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 3. FM 1641 at Currency Circle, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 4. FM 1641 north of South Gateway Blvd, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9,
2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 5. FM 1641 at South Gateway Blvd, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 6. FM 1641 at Clearview Dr, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 7. FM 1641 at Woodbridge Dr, looking west. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 8. FM 1641 at Shamrock Blvd, looking west. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 9. FM 1641 at Amber Meadows, looking west. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019



Photo 10. FM 1641 at IH 20, looking north. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019
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Photo 11. FM 1641 at FM 214, just south of IH 20, looking west. Photograph taken December 9, 2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019
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Photo 12. Gas station on FM 1641 just south of IH 20, looking northwest. Photograph taken December 9,
2019.

FM 548 / FM 1641
From: FM 1641 and FM 548
To: US 80 and FM 148
Kaufman County, Texas
CSJ: 2588-01-020 & 1217-01-019
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of Transportation

Historical Studies Research Design

Reconnaissance Survey
Project Name: Farm-to-Market (FM) 548 / FM 1641
Project Limits: From FM 548 and FM 1641 to United States (US) Highway 80 and FM 148

District(s): Dallas

County(s): Kaufman

CSJ Number(s): 2588-01-020 and 1217-01-019
Principal Investigator: Emily Reed

Report Completion Date: April 2020

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been,
carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 12-9-2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.



This historical studies research design is produced for the purposes of meeting
requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Antiquities
Code of Texas, and other cultural resource legislation related to environmental clearance as
applicable.

Historical Studies Research Design, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division
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Marcus Huerta, report preparation; Emily Reed,
Sandra Shannon, and Heather Stettler, QA/QC;
CMEC

Recommended Area of Potential Effects (APE):

[ Existing ROW
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150' from Proposed ROW and Easements
[ 300' from Proposed ROW and Easements

[ Custom

= Anticipated Historic-Age Survey Cut-Off Date: 1983 (let date 2028)

= Study Area Scope: 1,300 feet from edge of existing or proposed new ROW

Project Setting/Study Area

= Current Land Use

The proposed project is in Kaufman County and extends from the southeastern outskirts
of Forney, Texas, southeast to Talty, Texas. The study area is approximately 20 to 30
miles from downtown Dallas and has experienced significant suburban development
since 1995 as a result of the growth of Dallas. The study area is characterized by
medium-density commercial properties and low-density suburban subdivision properties
at the northern terminus. Moving southeast to the southern terminus are suburban
residential subdivisions, institutional properties, agricultural land, and some light
industrial properties.

= Natural Environment

The project area is in northwest Kaufman County in the Blackland Prairie region of
northeast Texas and is predominantly level to gently undulating. This area is generally
characterized by prairie grasses and mesquite, oak, pecan, and elm trees. The soils are
slightly acidic, with dark to light loamy surfaces and clayey subsoils (Hart 2019). Buffalo
Creek crosses the project area at its approximate mid-point, and a tributary of Buffalo
Creek crosses the project area northwest of Talty.

Anticipated Section 106 Consulting Parties

= Proposed Public Involvement Outreach Efforts:

Section 106 regulations state that certain entities have by-right consulting privileges
and are entitled to participate as consulting parties during Section 106 review. These
parties include the State Historic Preservation Officer (whose duties are performed by
the Texas Historical Commission [THC] in Texas); Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations; representatives of local governments; and applicants for federal
assistance, permits, licenses, and other approvals. During this project, consulting
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parties may be engaged in the project planning and development with public meetings
and informal email and phone correspondence. Public involvement should incorporate
the opportunity for consulting parties to provide comments about the project in
accordance with the requirements of Section 106.

Potential Consulting Parties:

Potential consulting parties include the following;:

James Davis

Kaufman County Historical Commission
P.0. Box 239

ElImo, TX 75118

903-873-2922
Jim.davis0530@hughes.net

Formal consultation with the County Historical Commission (CHC), if required, will be the
responsibility of TXDOT. Any consulting party coordination will be documented in the
survey report, in accordance with the 2020 Documentation Standard for a Historical
Resources Survey Report.

Anticipated Project Stakeholders

Prior to conducting field investigations, CMEC will informally contact the Kaufman CHC
to request information about locally significant historic resources in the project area. If
the CHC representative does not indicate that they would like a role as a consulting
party, they will be considered stakeholders. No other stakeholders have been identified.

Previously Designated Historic Properties and Evaluated Resources

Previously Evaluated Historic Resources

According to TxDOT's GIS data entitled “Historic Districts & Properties of Texas,” no
previously evaluated historic districts or historic properties are in the APE. According to
TxDOT's GIS data entitled “Historic Bridges of Texas,” no historic bridges are within the
study area.

The 1990 survey report Historic Resources of Forney, Texas by Hardy-Heck-Moore of
Austin, Texas was reviewed. The report identified one medium- and one low-priority
resource on FM 548, but did not provide an address. The available report did not
include the survey results map.
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= Previously Designated Historic Properties

According to the Texas Historic Sites Atlas, no National Historic Landmarks, National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) resources, or Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks
(RTHLs) are mapped in the study area. The Atlas does not offer mapped locations of
properties designated as State Antiquities Landmarks (SALs), but SALs are mapped in
TxDOT's GIS data; no such properties are depicted in the study area.

= Previously Designated Historic Districts

According to the Texas Historic Sites Atlas, no previously designated historic districts are
within the study area.

Preliminary Assessment of Impacts to Historic Properties

= Description of Impacts

Potential impacts include the acquisition of ROW from properties that, upon survey and
evaluation, may be recommended eligible for NRHP listing.

Anticipated Survey Methods

= Anticipated Surveyors: Amy Dase
= Methodology Description

Based on the proposed ROW acquisition, a reconnaissance survey of the APE is
warranted to identify historic-age resources in the APE, evaluate them for NRHP eligibility,
and assess effects on historic properties from the proposed undertaking.

= Compliance with TXxDOT Standards Statement

= CMEC architectural historians will survey the project APE and document all
resources that would be 45 years or older at the time of project letting on parcels
within the APE. In general, non-historic-age resources on a parcel with historic-
age resources will be photographed and included on the inventory form for the
primary historic-age resource.

= Documentation efforts will conform to TxDOT’'s 2020 Documentation Standard
for a Historical Resources Survey Report. The resultant reconnaissance survey
report will include a cover and title pages with necessary identifying information.
A project description from ECOS will be included. ROW information will be
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included in the document. The document will also include the APE and its
justification, the study area and its justification, and the historic-age cut-off date.
The proposed project limits and surveyed properties will be depicted on current
aerial photography. A search of previously recorded or designated historic
properties within the study area will be included in the report with explicit
references made to the following records, as appropriate:

— The THC Historic Sites Atlas Online
— The NRHP
— The list of SALs
— The list of RTHLs
— The TxDOT Depression-era Roadside Masonry Survey Inventory
— The TxDOT Rest Area Survey Inventory
— The TxDOT Historic Bridge Survey Inventory
— Local designations
= The report will also include:

— Brief architectural descriptions of identified resources, including integrity
issues

— NRHP-eligibility recommendations and justifications for each resource

— Statement including presence or absence of NRHP-eligible historic district(s)
and/or cultural landscapes; if a district is present, a general description of
the geographic boundaries will be included

— Periods of significance for each theme in the context and any eligible
resources

— Effects recommendations for any eligible resources
— Further research recommendations, if needed
— Results of informal consultation with consulting parties

= Photography of the resources will include at least two photographs of each
historic-age resource within the APE. Photographs will be at least 1200 x 1600
pixels and will include a front facade and an oblique of the front and side
facades. Additional photographs of architectural details will be included in the
photo documentation, as will photographs of potential historic districts or cultural
landscapes. The following information will be presented on photo pages for each
resource:

— Survey resource identification number
— County and project name
— Control-Section-Job (CSJ) number

— Latitude, longitude, and physical address (if known)
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Camera direction

Architectural style and/or form

Construction date

Architectural description, with integrity issues

Photographs showing integrity issues and/or aerial photographs showing
additions if present (if not visible from on-the-ground photos)

Any investigative limitations encountered

NRHP-eligibility recommendations (for Criteria A-C) and NRHP boundaries (if
applicable)

Effects on historic resources

This information will also be presented in an inventory table; more in-depth
discussions will be provided on individual survey photo sheets and in the
report

=  Maps meeting TXDOT-ENV requirements for reconnaissance surveys will also be
included. Maps will show:

Project location and project construction limits on current aerial photographs
APE and study area, as well as any ROW or easement boundaries

Major street names and directional markers

Locations of all identified historic-age resources

Previously identified NRHP districts or properties, SALs, and RTHLs within
one-quarter mile of the APE, including their NRHP boundaries

Locations of any Official Texas Historical Markers

Locations of each resource surveyed; resources will be labelled as
consecutively as possible in an easy-to-follow order

Site maps for NRHP-eligible resources

Literature Review and Methodology

= Research to Date

CMEC historians conducted preliminary research of the study area using the following

sources:

The Handbook of Texas articles, including entries for Kaufman County,
Forney, and Talty (Texas State Historical Association website)

Historic Resources of Forney, Texas, July 1990
Historic aerial imagery (United States Geological Survey [USGS])
Historic topographic maps (USGS)
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— Historic county highway maps (Texas State Highway Department [TSHD], now
TxDOT)

— Archival resources from The Portal to Texas History
— The Texas Freedom Colonies Project Atlas and Study

= Proposed Literature Review

Additional sources will be reviewed as part of the ongoing research effort. The historic
context will be further developed in conjunction with the field investigations and
development of the historic resources survey report. The following resources are
expected to be utilized for updating the historic context and evaluating surveyed
resources:

= |ocal and/or county histories, newspapers, and other archival collections that
may be available at local libraries, including;:

— Kaufman County Historical Commission, A History of Kaufman County,
Terrell, Texas, c. 1974-1984

— Flatt, Horace P., A Part of the Lord’s Big Garden: Kaufman County: Its
Early Years, Dallas: Taylor Publishing Company, 1997

— Flook, Jerry M., Forney Country: A History of Northwestern Kaufman
County, Texas, Forney, TX: Forney Historic Preservation League, c. 1998

= Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive
Guide to Identifying and Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture
(Revised), 2015

= David W. Moore, Jr., Martha Freeman, and Maryellen Russo, Agricultural Theme
Study for Central Texas, 2013

=  Bruce Jensen, Historic Road Infrastructure of Texas, 1866-1965, 2015
Preliminary Historical Context Outline

CMEC historians conducted preliminary research using available online sources for this
research design. Based on these findings, there are two likely areas of significance for
the project area: Agriculture and Transportation. The anticipated period of significance
for Agriculture within the study area is 1848 to 1930. This period covers the area’s
settlement to the Great Depression, which caused a permanent decline in agricultural
activity. The anticipated period of significance for Transportation within the study area is
1919 to 1983. This period begins with the sparse development indicated along the
project corridor on the 1919 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) map, includes road-
related development in the area during subsequent decades, and ends at the historic-

Historical Studies Research Design, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division 10



age survey cutoff date. Results of the field survey and additional research may further
refine this period. Should survey and additional research reveal other relevant themes
or areas of significance, they will be developed in a revised historic context included in
the historic resources survey report.

Agriculture, 1848-1930

From its founding in 1848 to the early 1930s, agricultural production in Kaufman
County steadily increased, and the number of farms peaked at 5,131 in 1930 (Hart
2019). In the late 1800s the chief crop in the Forney area was hay, which was replaced
by cotton in the early 1900s. This prompted the establishment of cotton gins in Forney,
which serviced local farmers and farmers from surrounding communities (Hardy, Heck,
Moore 1990).

In the 1930s and 1940s the combined effects of the Great Depression and World War |l
changed the trajectory of Kaufman County’s agriculture sector. Federal relief programs
employed former farm workers on infrastructure projects, and the war effort prompted a
sizable emigration from the county (Hart 2019). Cotton production in Kaufman County
peaked in 1930 at 57,698 bales. Other crops, such as wheat, were already declining
during this time period, and beef and dairy cattle, whose production had peaked in
1880, reached a low in 1930 (Hart 2019).

Although the agricultural sector recovered from the mid-century decline, by 2002 the
number of farms was only half the 1930 level, with 43 percent of the county’s farm and
ranching acreage devoted to pastureland. In the early twenty-first century the county’s
economy had diversified to include manufacturing, trade, and tourism. By this time,
many local residents commuted to Dallas for work (Hart 2019).

In the study area, the land between Forney and Talty was sparsely developed with farms
in 1919, but by 1939 more agricultural properties had been established (USACE 1919,
TSHD 1939). Up until approximately 1995, much of the land along FM 1641 remained
in agricultural use; however, since that time, much of the agricultural land has been
developed with new suburban subdivisions and other property types.

Transportation, 1919-1983

The northwest-southeast road between Forney and Talty, now FM 1641, appears as
early as 1919 as “Talty Road” on the USACE map of the area (USACE 1919). The portion
of FM 548 from Forney to Rockwall County appears as “Colquitt Road” on the map. The
roads would have primarily provided area farmers with access to markets and services
in Forney. Both roadways have intersected with US 80 since that highway’s designation
in 1927, providing access to the highway and the Dallas area (TxDOT 2020a).

FM 1641 was designated in 1951, with a small revision in 1960 (TxDOT 2020b). The
1961 TSHD map of Kaufman County identifies FM 1641 as a Federal Aid Secondary
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(FAS) road connecting traffic to primary roads via rural and county routes (TSHD 1961).
The FAS highway system consists of principal secondary and feeder routes including
farm-to-market roads (Smith 1958). The present-day portion of FM 548 within the study
area was designated in 1962 (TxDOT 2020c). Both FM 1641 and FM 548 appear as
FAS roads on the 1972 TSHD Kaufman County map (1972). Both maps show increased
development along the roadways in comparison to earlier maps.
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Appendix A: Project Information and ROW Information
NOTE: The ECOS screenshot provided by TxDOT does not capture the full proposed facility
description. Both the screenshot and the full text of the description are provided here.

Describe Proposed Facility:

Within the project limits, FM 548 from US 80 to FM 1641 and FM 1641 from FM 548 to IH 20
would be widened and reconstructed from a 2-lane rural roadway to an 4-lane (ultimate 6-lane)
urban divided roadway with turn lanes. FM 1641 from IH 20 to FM 148, in Talty Texas, will be
widened and reconstructed from a 2-lane rural roadway to a 4-lane divided urban roadway with a
20-foot flush median along the entire length of this portion of the project.

The proposed interim project from US 80 to IH 20 will consist of a 14-foot wide outside shared
use lane, a 12-foot wide travel lane, 2-foot offsets to the face of curb, a 6-foot wide sidewalk,
and a 42-foot wide raised median. This portion of the corridor would include left and right turn
bays throughout which will be 10-foot wide and would be located at various intersections along
FM 1641. FM 1641 from IH 20 to FM 148 will consist of a 14-foot wide outside shared use lane,
a 12-foot wide inside travel lane, 2-foot offset on the outside lane and a 20-foot wide flush
median. The proposed ROW width would range from a minimum of 120 feet width to a maximum
of approximately 155 feet in width.

The ultimate roadway from US 80 to IH 20 will consist of a 6-lane divided urban roadway which is
configured with a 14-foot wide outside shared use lane in each direction, two 12-foot wide travel
lanes in each direction, 2-foot offsets, a raised 18-food wide median, left and right turn bay
throughout, and a 6-foot wide sidewalk to accommodate pedestrians in each direction. FM 1641
from IH 20 to FM 148, in Talty Texas, will have the same pavement section as before.

Approximately 23.87 acres of new ROW and 1.61 acres of permanent drainage easements
would be required to accommodate the proposed improvements. The proposed easements
would be located at strategic stream crossing areas.

Proposed roadway access would be non-controlled. Proposed drainage would be curb and gutter.
Under the No-Build Alternative, the proposed project would not be constructed. It would not
increase capacity and would not create a shared-use path to accommodate bicycles and

pedestrians. There would be no proposed ROW or easements required.

Proposed typical sections have been uploaded: 1217-01-019, etc. FM 1641 Typical Sections.pdf
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HE Archived WPD I  Print this Page

Project Definition

"Nr°je°f [csJ1217-01-019 etc. FM 1641 & FM 548 Widening
ame:
Anticipated Environmental Classification:
csy: [I2i7 0 -Joa - Joie = n
Criterion:

Type: |(D):Listv Open-Ended D Vv

v Is this an FHWA project that normally requires an EIS per 23 CFR 771.115(a)?
E‘ Project Association(s)
E‘ DCIS Project Funding and Location
E‘ DCIS & P6 Letting Dates
[*] DCIS Project Description

=] Jurisdiction

lNo—v Does the project cross a state boundary, or require a new Presidential Permit or modification of an existing Presidential
Permit?

Who is the lead agency responsible for the approval of the entire project?

v| FHWA - Assigned to TxDOT [] TxDOT - No Federal Funding FHWA - Not Assigned to TxDOT

TADOT he Who is the project sponsor as defined by 43 TAC 2.7?

No W Is a local government's or a private developer's own staff or consultant preparing the CE documentation, EA or EIS?
Yes Vv Does the project require any federal permit, license, or approval?

v! USACE IBWC UsCG NPS IAJR Other

No W Does the project occur, in part or in total, on federal or tribal lands?

=] Environmental Clearance Project Description
Project Area

Typical Depth of Impacts: 3 (Feet) Maximum Depth of Impacts: |8 (Feet)

New ROW Required: |22.26 | (Acres)

New Perm. Easement Required: |0.24 | (Acres) New Temp. Easement Required: |0 | (Acres)

Project Description

Describe Limits of All Activities:

The proposed project would extend along Farm-to-Market (FM) 1641 for a total of approximately 5.4
miles from FM 548 in Forney, Texas to FM 148 in Talty, Texas. The project also extends along FM 548 A
for approximately 0.2 mile from eastbound United States Highway (US) 80 frontage road to the FM
548/FM 1641 intersection. The total project length is approximately 5.6 miles.

The existing FM 1641 right-of-way (ROW) is typically 90 feet wide. The existing FM 548 ROW is
approximately 130-140 feet wide.

The Build Alternative would require the acquisition of proposed ROW along FM 548 and FM 1641 along
the length of the proposed project. The proposed ROW width varies from a minimum of 120 feet to a
maximum of 155 feet.

The existing ROW is approximately 65.53 acres, and there are 2.35 acres of existing drainage
easements. The proposed project would require approximately 22.26 acres of new ROW and
approximately 0.24 acres of new permanent drainage easements. No relocations or displacements are
anticipated.

Under the No-Build Alternative, no additional ROW would be required.
v

Project location maps on road, topographic, and aerial bases have been uploaded: 1217-01-019, etc.

Describe Project Setting: Spell 4

https://apps.dot.state.tx.us/ECOS/apps/ecos/project definition.jsp?proj id=11805064&proj ... 4/3/2020
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The project setting is generally suburban.

Developed and undeveloped lands are present within the proposed project area. Developed land
includes single-family residences, retail, commercial, public facilities, and places of worship.
These properties contain structures consisting of homes, farm buildings, commercial and retail
structures, storage buildings/structures, churches, and other structures. Undeveloped lands
comprise vacant (not utilized), agriculture (ranch and pasture), woodlands, fence row vegetation,
streams, and ponds. Active agricultural lands exist adjacent to the proposed project.

The area within the project limits is urban closer to US 80 and transitions to a more rural setting
east toward Talty. Schools, day care centers, and churches are located adjacent to the proposed
project.

The large amount of newly built high density residential neighborhoods and subsequent service
establishments are generating substantial traffic increases.

There are eight stream crossings within the proposed project limits. These streams cons