TxDOT NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
US 80 AT PROPOSED FORNEY PARKWAY

CSJ: 0095-04-064
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 7, 2011, for the proposed interchange at United States Highway 80 (US 80) and the future Forney Parkway located within the eastern portion of the city limits of Forney, Kaufman County, Texas. The Public Hearing will be held in Building B of the First Baptist Church Forney, 1003 College St. (FM 741) Forney, TX 75126. Prior to the Public Hearing, an Open House will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., to allow for questions and the review of project exhibits.  TxDOT staff will be available to answer questions during the Open House.  The formal Public Hearing presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. followed by a public comment period.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to discuss the social, economic, and environmental effects of the approximately one mile long proposed project. The proposed project would involve the construction of an interchange and associated US 80 access ramps at the future location of Forney Parkway (a separate City of Forney project).

The US 80 on and off-ramps and a portion of the proposed interchange would be constructed within the existing US 80 ROW, which is 300 feet wide.  A deceleration lane would be added on the northwest side of the interchange, expanding the US 80 ROW to 315 feet in width.  The project would require a total of approximately 4.24 acres of additional ROW (north and south of US 80) from two landowners. In addition, the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR), TxDOT and the City of Forney entered into a Joint Use Agreement on January 25, 2010 because approximately 0.3 acres of the proposed interchange would be located within UPRR ROW. No business or residential properties would be displaced.
The proposed project is located within an area outside of 500-year floodplain of Big Brushy Creek and would not encroach on the floodplain. The hydraulic design for the proposed project would be in accordance with the current TxDOT design polices and standards. The placement of temporary or permanent dredge or fill material into jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. would be authorized under Nationwide Permit (NWP) 14 without a Pre-Construction Notification (PCN).  Impacts to each water body would be less than 0.10 acre and no special aquatic sites (which include wetlands) would be impacted. 
The project’s environmental document along with maps and drawings showing the project’s location and geometric design will be presented at the Public Hearing.  This information is also available for public inspection and reproduction at the TxDOT Dallas District Office, located at 4777 East Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150, the TxDOT Kaufman Area Office, 2750 S. Washington, Kaufman, Texas 75142 and the City of Forney, 101 E. Main, Forney, Texas  75126. Information concerning the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services and information about the tentative schedules for right-of-way acquisition and construction may be obtained from the TxDOT Dallas District Office.

All interested persons are invited to attend this Public Hearing.  Persons requiring special communication or accommodation needs should contact the TxDOT Dallas District Public Information Office at (214) 320-6100 at least two (2) working days prior to the Hearing so appropriate arrangements can be made.  Because the Hearing will be conducted in English, any request for language interpretation or other special communication needs should also be made at least two (2) working days prior to the Hearing.  TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs.

Verbal and written comments from the public regarding proposed interchange at US 80 and the future Forney Parkway can be presented at the hearing.  Written comments can also be submitted to: 

Robert Hall, P.W.S., CFM

TxDOT Dallas District Environmental Coordinator

P.O. Box 133067

Dallas, TX 75313-3067

Comments may be presented for a period of 10 days after the hearing and must be postmarked by Monday, April 18, 2011 to be included as part of the official public record. For additional information please contact Robert Hall, TxDOT Dallas District, via phone (214) 320-6157, or e-mail: Robert.Hall@txdot.gov.

